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On  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 
of  Hyde  during  the  Year  1916, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 
Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
seventeenth  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Borough. 

Having  regard  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  medical 
men  in  civil  employment,  and  the  extra  duties  thrown  on  those 
who  are  left,  and  to  the  necessity  for  strict  economy  in  the  use 
of  paper,  and  in  demands  on  printing  establishments,  the  Local 
Government  Board  consider  that  interim  reports  only  should 
be  made  for  the  year  1916.  The  usual  tabular  statements  of 

vital  statistics  will,  therefore,  be  omitted. 
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POPULATION. 

Two  estimates  of  the  population  are  used  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General. That  for  the  death  rate,  viz.,  31,476,  is  the 
estimate  of  the  civilian  population  in  1916,  and  that  for  the 
birth  rate,  viz.,  34,245,  is  an  estimate  of  the  total  population, 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  ratio  between  the  total  and 
civilian  population  is  the  same  in  the  district  as  in  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

BIRTHS. 

There  have  been  628  births  in  or  belonging  to  Hyde, 
giving  an  annual  birth  rate  of  18.34,  compared  with  18.67  in 
1915.  Twenty-three  births  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 

DEATHS. 

469  Deaths  have  been  registered  of  residents  of  Hyde, 
being  a reduction  of  157  on  1915.  The  death  rate  is  equal  to 
14.90  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  19.16  in 


1915.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1916  was 
14.0  per  1,000. 

The  average  death  rate  for  the  previous  five  years  is 
16.83.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  was  caused  by  bron- 
chitis 71,  heart  diseases  48,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  42,  cancer 
37,  pneumonia  28,  Bright’s  disease  22,  and  wasting  diseases 

17. 

The  following  are  the  principal  death  rates  for  1916 : — 


Infantile  per  1,000  born  90.76 

Respiratory  per  1,000  population  3.1 

Zymotic  per  1,000  population .70 

Phthisis  per  1,000  population 1.3 


I N F A M T MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  57,  which  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  90.76  per 
1,000  births.  Compared  with  1915,  the  number  of  deaths 
was  less  by  29,  and  with  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years 
was  decreased  by  48.  The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for 
the  previous  five  years  was  143.6. 

This  is  the  lowest  infant  death  rate  hitherto  recorded  in 
Hyde,  and  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  90.  The  previous  lowest  for  Hyde  was  112.5 
in  1912.  It  is  doubtless  due  to  many  causes,  such  as  the 
arousing  of  the  interest  of  the  people  in  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work,  a favourable  climatic  year,  absence  of  epidem- 
ics, increased  attention  given  to  back-yard  sanitation  and 
domestic  hygiene,  greater  opportunities  for  earning  good 
incomes  by  all  classes  of  the  people,  etc. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  was  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  early  in  the  year.  Its  chief 
features  were  the  appointment  of  a medical  officer,  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  health  visitor,  and  the  establishment  of 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Dr.  Helen  Lauder 
was  appointed,  and  entered  on  her  duties  on  July  15th.  She 
devotes  half  her  time  to  this  work,  the  other  half  being  given 
to  the  Education  Department.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  labour,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  material,  it 
was  impossible  to  open  the  new  centre,  which  occupies  almost 


3 

the  whole  of  the  first  floor  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  before 
the  26th  February,  1917.  The  work  was  carried  on  for  the 
first  six  months  in  the  old  rooms  used  by  the  Ladies'  Health 
Society,  which  were  very  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  At  the 
opening  ceremony  a special  invitation  was  given  to  all  the 
mothers  of  infants  born  in  1916.  There  was  an  excellent 
attendance,  which  filled  the  large  room  in  the  Town  Hall, 
where  refreshments  were  provided,  and  an  address  delivered 
to  the  mothers  by  Dr.  Barbara  Tchaykovsky.  1 he  interest  of 
the  public  has  been  aroused  with  a consequent  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  applications  for  advice  at  the  clinics.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  clinics  during  1916  was  23  per  week. 
At  the  time  of  writing  it  has  increased  to  over  70  per  week. 
It  was  considered  advisable  that  only  one  centre  should  be 
established  at  present,  at  which  the  undermentioned  days  and 
hours  of  attendance  are  given 

HOURS  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


Monday, 

10 

to 

12-30. 

Advice  to  Expectant  Mothers. 

j •> 

2 

to 

4-30. 

Weighing  of  Babies. 

Wednesday, 

10 

to 

12-30. 

Advice  for  Children  from  1 

> * 

2 

to 

4-30. 

to  5 years  old. 

Thursday, 

2 

to 

4-30. 

Instruction  to  Mothers  on 

Clothing,  Feeding  and 
General  Management  of 
Children. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  caused  22  deaths 
during  the  year.  This  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  .70  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1.9  in  1915,  and  .90  in 
1914. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  death  rate  from 


the  principal  zymotic  diseases : — 

Disease.  Deaths.  Death  rate. 

Measles  5 15 

Enteric  Fever  3 09 

Diarrhoea 4 12 

Diphtheria  4 12 

Scarlet  Fever  1 03 

Whooping  Cough  5 15 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 

This  Act  came  into  force  in  the  Borough  on  1st  March, 
1890.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
of  each  disease  received  during  the  year  with  the  attack  rate 


per  1,000  population: — 

No.  of  Attack  rate 

Disease.  Notifications.  per  1,000  pop. 

Scarlet  Fever  36  1.14 

Enteric  Fever  2 06 

Puerperal  Fever 1 03 

Diphtheria  ...  19  60 

Erysipelas ...  22  .70 

Tuberculosis  Lungs 38  1.20 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 15  47 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium...  ...  8 25 

* Measles 142 

*Tlie  attack  rate  for  measles  would  be  misleading.  Only  the 
first  case  in  each  house  is  notified. 


The  method  of  dealing  with  infectious  cases  has  been  the 
same  as  in  previous  years. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  MADE  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  bacteriological 
examinations  made  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  Man- 
chester University  during  the  year,  and  the  results : — 

Disease.  No.  of  Specimens.  Positive. 

Diphtheria 6 2 

Enteric  Fever 3 0 

Human  Tuberculosis  Sputum 22  4 

Bovine  Tuberculosis  Milk 50  8 


Total  81  14 

Two  samples  of  water  were  examined  chemically,  and 
two  bacteriologically. 

One  sample  of  blood  was  examined  for  para-typhoid. 

CORONER’S  INQUESTS. 

Thirty-five  deaths  formed  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the 
Coroner,  making  over  seven  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  for 
the  year. 


1 he  following  verdicts  were  returned  : — 


Accidental 7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 6 

Heart  Disease 4 

Convulsions  3 

Suicide 3 

Natural  Causes  ...  3 

Rupture  of  extra -uterine  pregnancy  ...  1 

Found  Drowned  1 

Bronchitis ...  1 

Oedema  of  Lungs  1 

Accidentally  Overlain...  1 

Premature  Birth 2 

Verdict  not  stated 2 


ISOLATION  HOSP5TAL. 

Fifty  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  been  isolated  and 
treated  in  the  Hyde  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year.  28 
of  these  cases  were  scarlet  fever,  13  diphtheria,  2 enteric 
fever,  and  7 observation. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease,  be- 
longing to  the  Borough,  which  were  treated  in  hospital,  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  the  mortality  per  cent,  for  each  disease : 

Cases.  Deaths.  Mortality. 

Disease.  per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever  28  1 3.6 


Diphtheria  

13  ... 

...  1 . 

7.7 

Enteric  Fever  

2 .... 

..  1 .. 

....  50 

Observation 

. 7 .... 

...  0 .. 

....  Nil 

Table  showing  the  total 

number 

of  cases 

of  each  disease 

treated  in  the  hospital,  and 

the  percentage  mortality  for  each 

disease. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality. 

Disease. 

per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever  

51  ... 

...  2 . 

3.9 

Diphtheria  

27  ... 

...  4 . 

14.8 

Enteric  Fever  

10  .... 

..  3 .. 

....  30 

Puerperal  Fever.  ... 

1 ... 

...  0 . 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 ... 

...  0 . 

Nil 

Observation 

11  ... 

...  1 . 

9.1 

a 


Cases  received  in  hospital  from  outside  districts : — 


Scarlet  Diph-  Enteric.  Obser-  Puer- 
District.  Fever.  theria.  vation.  peral. 

Woodley  and  Romiley  ...  7 ...  4 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Droylsden 3 ...  2 ...  0 ...  1 ...  1 

Whaley  Bridge  4 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Denton  ...  / 2 ...  1 ...  0 ...  1 ...  0 

Hazel  Grove 7 ...  0 ...  1 ...  0 ...  0 

Compstall 0 ...  1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  0 

Disley 3 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Dukinfield 0 ...  1 ...  0 ...  1 ...  0 

Audenshaw  0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  1 ...  0 

Marple 0 ...  2 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Glossop  Rural 0 ...  0 ...  4 ...  0 ...  0 


One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  received  from  Denton. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of 
houses  inspected,  notices  served,  and  alterations  and  improve- 


ments made  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected 3,195. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  on  inspection, 
were  considered  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  0. 

Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority...  248. 

Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  with- 
out closing  orders  being  made 203. 

Number  of  closing  orders  made 0. 

Three  extra  w.c.’s  have  been  built  at  Nos.  244  to  266, 
Market-street. 

One  w.c.  has  been  erected  at  Clarence  Hotel. 

One  w.c.  has  been  erected  at  Buck  Inn. 


One  pail  closet  has  been  converted  to  w.c.  at  13,  Woodend 
Lane. 


Tabular  statement  of  inspections  for  year  1916: — 

Dwelling-houses 3195 

Back-to-back  houses ...  8 

Courts,  yards,  passages 851 

Privy  middens 114 

Pail  Closets  ...  21 

Ashpits '! 331 

Cesspools 314 

House  drainage  ...  1292 

Ditches  and  water  courses 8 

Offensive  accumulations 21 

Slaughter-houses 392 

Other  places  where  food  is  produced  or 

sold  1457 

Piggeries  ...  34 

Cowsheds 115 

Milkshops 56 

Factories  ...  96 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Workplaces ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Outworkers’  premises  ...  65 

Bakehouses ...  . . ...  35 

Underground  bakehouses 10 

Common  lodging-houses 10 

Smoke  observations 10 

infectious  diseases  244 

Licensed  houses 38 

Milk  samples 50 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS’  ORDER, 

Number  of  registered  Cowkeepers 47 

Number  of  Inspections 115 

Number  of  registered  Milkshops  23 

Number  of  Inspections 58 

Number  of  Notices 10 

There  are  25  slaughter-houses,  which  were  inspected  392 
times  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  common  lodging-houses,  registered  for  63 
persons.  These  have  been  visited  10  times.  One  common 
lodging-house  was  closed  during  the  year. 


No  unsound  meat  was  discovered  for  sale  during  the  year. 
The  amount  of  unsound  meat  discovered  during  slaughtering, 
or  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners,  was  one  ton,  ten 
cwt.,  and  10  pounds,  which  was  seized  and  destroyed. 

CLEANSING. 

During  the  year  201  ashpits  have  been  demolished,  and 
465  ashbins  substituted.  Two  pail  closets  have  been  abolished. 

There  are  now  in  the  Borough  1,421  ashpits,  4,296  ash- 
bins,  105  pail  closets  and  14  cesspools.  There  have  been 
emptied  during  the  year  1,894  ashpits,  214,475  ashbins,  9,538 
pail  closets,  and  42  cesspools.  The  refuse  removal  has  been 
carried  out  as  in  former  years. 


1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  BENNETT, 
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